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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


7 Rue-hearted Chriſtian ( for we deſire not 

that this information ſhould come into the 

©, hands of any, but of ſuch as thou art) we 

an d it expedient to advertiſe thee of two 

| R771 1hings before thou enter upon the peruſal of 
eme 100 diſcearſe. 

Firſt,thou art intreated to take notice that thu diſcourſe 
2s peculiarly intended for ſuch as are ſober-minded, and 
are acquainted with the Prophecies which concern the 
Fewiſh Nation. 

Secondiy, that ſince the printing of this di ſcourſe, before 
it was publiſhed,ſome more diſtintt Informations have been 

ent unto us; and becauſe they tend to clear and expreſs 
more fully ſome matters which happily would be doubtfully 
received; therefore we have made an Appendix of them 
for greater ſatisfaition ; and have given them as they. 
were ſent hither in the Authors own words: 

Farewell inthe Lord Feſus,and pray for the Salvation 
of Iſrael that it may come ont-of Sion ſportij; and give 
the Lord no reſt till he eſtabliſb and till he make: Jeruſalem 
apraiſe in all the earth. Amen. 
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An Information, 
| CONCERNING 
The preſent State of the Fepiſh 
Nation in Eurote and Iudea. Wherein the 
footſteps of Providence preparing a way 


for their Converſion to Chriit, and for their deli- 
verance from Captivity, are diſcovered. 


ch as do believe the Promiſes, that God will 
be mercifull unto the boule of 1/rae/, be- 
cauſe he ſtill lovetb them for the Fathers ſake, Rom 11.38 
and that his Gifts axd Calling to them being 19.30, 31. 
without R:pentance . be will beſtow mercy upon 

| I. them through the Mercy Which i ſhawed to 1 

| Gentiles; and ſuch who alſo hope when that 
Mercy ſhall be ſhewed unto them, whereby all 1/-ae/ (ball be | 
ſaved, that then their fulneſs and reception into Grace ſhall 1519.12.15; 
become to all the world abundant riches , yea as life from the a 


1=ad : I ſay ſuch as believe and hope for theſe things, ought to 
A 3 con- 
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cConſider ſeriouſly what God is now doing towards the effecting 
4 of this great work, that is, what preparations are made at this 
| time toward ii: and what the way is by which be will vring 
them and us together, as one fleck in one ſneepfold, under Chri 
Jeſus, that we and they by him may glorifie God together. 
This conſideration is neceſſary to fit us for the work of our 
Generation, that in our places we may become ſubſervient to 
his Counſell, and partake of the Comforts which from thence 
will redound unto his people; for ſuch as mourn for Peruſa- 
lem, and expect that ſhe ſhall be made the glory of the whole 
earth, ſhall ſuck and be ſatisfied with the ws of her Conſo- 
10.66. 10, 11. lation, and ſbali milk out, and be delighted With the abundance of 
| ber Glory. 

To *ehis effect we ought to obſerve theſe following 
Informations concerning their preſent State, whereby it is evi- 
dent that God doth begin to appear for them by extraordina- 
ry Pcevidences, partly in driving them by great afiitions to 
look up unto him, partly in moving them to conſider the 
cauſe of thoſe Afflictions to be the fin of their FORE-FA- 
THERS, in neglecting the day of their ſalvation; partly in 
moving both Chritiians and Turks to have compaſſion upon 
them, and by this means opening a dore of hope unto them 
to find relief, and to usan occaſion to impart through 
'F love unto them the myſteries of the Goſpel : for this deſign 
* is upon the heart of many of Gods ſervants, both here and 
8 elſewhere, who entertain ſome acquaintance with them, and 
endeavour to ratifie their Love unto them by works of Mer- 
1 cy, to make way for bettet Communication in due time, whereof 
MF the following Informations will give ſome account ; that ſuch 

| | as are willing to concur with others in Prayers for them, to- 
wards God, and in the effects of Charity, to gain them through 
kindneſs, to have an open ear in due time for us, may not 
be wanting to the opportunities which God doth offer to help 
the advancement of his Counſell, which will be a bappineſs 
to all thoſe who are made willing to co-operate therein; 


| | — which for their own comfort they are hereby entreated to 
15 0. 
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Fiirſt, Then it is to be obſerveil that ag the diſtreſs bf Na- 
tions doth increaſe in the woeld, ſo the affliction and miſery / -- 
of the Jews; They being ſcatered among theſe Nations: 
muſt alſo needs be 8 ed; for they having no poſſeſſions J 
which they are permitted or willing to own as their Inheri. / 
tance among the Nations, and not being able to return to the 4 
Inheritance which they expect as a Nation in the Land of G45 15 
Canaan , there theland being their by Gods Promiſe, their a 
Afflickidn and Calatnity muſt needs be by ſo much greater then 21,2666. 
that of other Nations, by how much they are more unſetled Deut 1.8, 34, 
then they : For when the Natiom with whom they live, are DA z 3 | 
ſo unſetled, that they can neither abide among them, nor rr 
tire to any other abode, this muſt needs be to them that time | > 
of trouble whereof Daniel ſpeaks, which is ſaid to be ſuch | 
«a ner Was fince there was a Nation, even to this ſame time; 
and becauſe it is promiſed, that when their trouble ſnall come 
to this height, that then Aichael the great Prince ſhall ſtand 
up for them: therefore we muſt conceive, that the time of 
their deliverance doth draw near: and the greater the diſtreſs 
and trouble of the Nations will be, the nearer will be their 
deliverance at hand: For Chrift tells us, That Jernſalews muſt 
be troden down of the Gentiles, till the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. Now the times of the Gentiles are to be fulfilled, 
When after the figns in the Sun, Moon and Stars, whereof Luk. 21-25, * 
many have been already, there ſp all br ſuch diſtreſs of Nation: 26 
with ſuch perplexit), as the ſea and the Waves roaring, that 
wens hearts ſhall fail them for fear and for the looking after thoſe 
things Which are coming upon the earth, becanſe the powers of _ 
haben (hall be Haken. Which things we conceive are now 
actually begun; and then they end, the times of the Gentiles 
will be fulfilled, and then the Sbulamite will return. This 
difireſs of the Nations is now begun in. Europe, bur is ex- 
pected to end in Aſia and in Africa, and ſhall be fulfilled when 
the Propheſie of //aiab ſhall come to paſs, mentioned. /a. 19. x 
23724, 25. to the end. when Iſrael ſpall be the third with Can. 6, the: | 
Egypt and eAſſyria, that i, in Africa and Alia, even ableſ- end.'3: [ 
fing in the wir the Land, whom the Lord of hoaſts Ball 
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bleſs, ſaying, bleſſed br/Egypt my people, and AM ria the _ 
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of my land, and liracl wine Inheritance. Sceing then it 
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6x20 gur Savic ur, doth. promile that lug the 225 ſake the 


aa)s of ir ilulatiem ſhall be foortried;thetefore we may conceive 
that it wil not be long before they all, be re flored and with 
them the Nations be quieted ; for this capſe taking 
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Providence doth em 4s elivengnce and. prepar 
a way to bring to paſs, we ſhall conſider, firſt, in what date 
they are now at Jern/alew, where their deliverance will be 
wroughe , and firſt begun, according to that of Mica 4 8. 
O Tower of the flock , the ſtrong bold of the daughter. of Sian , 
unto thee ſhall it come, even the firſt dewinien ; the. Kin don 
ſhall come to the danghter of Jeruſalem. Secondly, How 
the way is a preparing to bring their deliverance to paſs. 


ä — — — 


Concerning the firſt, viz · Their Diftreſ. 


HE State of the 7ews at Jeruſalem of late was ſuch, that 

they could not live and ſubſiſt there, without ſome year- 
ly ſupply and contribution from their Brethren abroad, becauſe 
the place doth yield them little or no trading, whereby to 
maintain themſelves; but their love to the place doth oblige 
them to remain there , although with great poverty and want; 
And their Brethren abroad among the Nations, have been 
willing to uphold them there at 7er#/alem, that the place 
ſhould not be left deſtitute of ſome conſiderable number of 
their Nation, to keep as it were poſſeſſion, or atleaſt a foot- 
ing in it, and to ſhew their hopes, till a full reſtitution come; 
Therefore the ce of Poland, of Lithuania, of Pruſſia and 


Ruſſia, where great multitudes of that Nation were. ſeated, 


were wont in former time to ſend to the German fem, dwelling 


at 7er»/alems,, yearly about 30000 imperiall Dollars; which 


will amount, if we miftake not, to 6563 pounds fterling.orthere- 
abouts yearly ; by which means they ſubſiſted in ſome tolera- 


ble manner, and paid to the grand Signior of their taxes; but 


ſince 
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ſince the deſolation, brought by war upon Poland, and the 
other parts, whence that ſupply was ſent unto them, they have 
been in great extremity of want; inſomuch, that in the year one 
thouſand ſix bundred fifty five, four hundred of their wid- 
dows were famiſhed to death, and the taxes laiduponthem 
by the Turks, being rigorouſly exacted, they were haled into 
priſon, taeir Synagogues were ſhut up , their Rabbi's and 
Elders beaten and cruelly uſed. So that to find relief, becauſe 
none came from Poland, Lithuania, and other parts of Su- 
rope , by the late war , and none could be had in rhoſe 
parts from their own., by reaſon of the genera] Preſ- 
fures, which the Turks without Mercy laid upon them all, 
. they ſend two of cheir chief Rabbi's to their Brethreain Ex» 
rope, to acquaint them with their ſtate, and to deſire ſome 
help from them. The chief of the Rabbi's was called Nathan 
Sa phira, ſon to the high Lord, Ruben David Tavel, a man 
of great learning, and skill in their Caf ala, and of a very pious, 
holy and humble diſpoſition, who comming with his compani- 
on from Jeruſalem upon this errand, and finding at Amſterdam 
little relief from the Portugal Fews, became accidentally ac- 
quainted with ſome of our Chriftian friends, who pittied their 
Condition, and were of their own accord moved to procure 
ſome relief unto them among their other Chriſtian friends, and 
the whole ſum which they then received from the Dutch Jews 
in Earope, 2mounted to (ix thouſand Ry x- dollars, which 
we conceive to be about one thouſand three hundred 
thirteen pounds, five ſhillings ; and the Contributions which 
the Chriftians in Hol/axd gave them, amounted to three hun- 
dred ninety Ducats, which if we miftake not, is one hundred 
ſeventy five pounds ten ſhillings. With this money they 
went away; and it availed chem only to diſcharge the Inte- 
reſts of their capital debts, and to make ſome preſents to their 
great ones, that further time might be granted unto them, and 
the three hundred ninety Ducats relieved ſome of their private 
wants. This relief was made over unto them in the 
year one thouſand ſix hundred fifty ſix; an e 
it, they have written a letter of Acknowiedgment end Thanks, 
dated at 7ern/alem the 22 of *. 1657. 1 
| Continu- 
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unto thee ſhall et come, even the firſt dewainion ; the. Kingdows 


' ſhall come to the danghter of Jeruſalem. Secondly, How 
che wayis a preparing to bring their deliverance to paſs. 
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Concerning the firſt, viz. Their Diftreſs. 


HE State of the Jew: at 7era/alem of late was ſuch, that 

they could not live and ſubſiſ there, without ſome year- 
ly ſupply and contribution from their Brethren abroad, becauſe 
the place doth yield them little or no trading, whereby to 
maintain themſelves; but their love to the place doth oblige 
them to remain there, although with great poverty and want; 
And their Brethren abroad among the Nations, have been 


willing to uphold them there at ers/alem, that the place 


ſhould not be jeſt deſtitute of ſome conſiderable number of 

hor Nation, to keep as it were poſſeſſion, or at leaſt a foot- 
in it, and to ſhew their hopes, till a full reſtitution come; 

The refore the Jews of Poland, of Lithuania, of Pruſſia and 


' Ruſſia, where great multitudes of that Nation were. ſeated , 


were wont in former time to ſend to the German Fewsdwelling 


will amount if we miftake not, to 6563 pounds fterling,orthere- 
abouts yearly z by which means - is by folera- 
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dated at Zernſalem the 22 of 
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ſince the deſolation, brought by war upon Poland, and the 
other parts, whence that ſupply was ſent unto them, they have 
been in great extremity of want; inſomuch, that in the year one 
thouſand fix hundred fifty five, four hundred of their wid- 
dows were famiſhed to BS and the taxes laid upon them 
by the Turks, being rigorouſly e xacted, they were baled into 
priſon, their Synagogues were ſhut up, their Rabbi's and 
Elders beaten and cruelly uſed. So that to find relief, becauſe 
none came from Pola nd, Lithuania, and other parts of Eu- 
rope , by the late war, and none could be had in rhoſe 
parts from their own , by reaſon of the general Preſ- 
fares, which the Turks without Mercy laid upon them all, 


they ſend two of their chief Rabbi's to their Brethren in Ex» 


rope, to acquaint them with their ſtate, and to _delire ſome 
help from them. The chief of the Rabbi's was called Nas han 
Sa phira, ſon to the high Lord, Ruben David T avel ,a man 
of great learning, and skill in their Cal ala, and of a very pious, 
holy and humble diſpoſition, who comming with his compani- 
on from Jeruſalem upon this errand, and finding at Amſterdam 
little relief from the Portugal Jews, became accidentally ac- 
quainted with ſome of our Chriſtian friends, who pittied their 
Condition, and were of their own accord moved to procure 
ſome relief unto them among their other Chriſtian friends, and 
the whole ſum which they then received from the Dutch Jews 
in Eare, amounted te ſis thouſand Ryx-dollars , which 


we conceive to be about one thouſand three bundred 


thirteen pounds, five ſhillings ; and the Contributions which 
the Chriſtians in Hollaud gave them, amounted to three hun- 
dred ninety Ducats, which if we miſtake not, is one hundred 
ſeventy five pounds ten ſhillings.  .. With this money they 
went away; andiravailedtbem only to diſcharge the Inte- 
reſts of their capital debts, and to make ſome preſents to ther 
great ones, that further time might be granted unte them, and 


the three hundred ninety Ducats relieved ſome of their private 


wants. This rebef. was mage over | unto them in the 
Fear one thouſand ſix hundred fifty fix;andbavir 17 55 
it, they have written a letter of Acknowledgment end Thanks, 
ptil, 1657. wherein the 
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Contitiuance of their lamentable condition is repre- 
ſeated to be this: that for the payment of the ca- 
pital debt, which in two years ſpace they have bound them- 
ſelves over unto the Baſa,who rules over Jeruſalem, and en- 
aged their Lives, Coutt, School, Wives and Children to 
bis, and in the mean time they hunger and thirft, and go from 
houſe to houſe for a bit of bread, unt their /al/ian and Por- 
tugal Brethren that dwell at eruſalem, who are in little bet- 
ter caſe then theſe German Jews, becauſe the Traliant and 
Portugals from abroad, help them with ſomething; nor durſt 
they go to any other to beg , beſides their own Nation , or 
their Proſelytes; which was a great aggravation of their di- 
ſtreſs, when their own either cannot, or will not aſſiſt them, as 
in the caſe of Rabbi Nathan Saphira it fell out; for the Por- 
tngal ewes at Amſterdam, not ſo aſſiſting bim, becauſe they 
alledged that the Portugal and Spaniſh rg at Jeruſalem, at 
Hebron and Zephit and other places in udaæa, did depend upon 
them, and were ſupplyed by them; yet nevertheleſs, having 
heard, that the Chriftians had aſſiſted R:bb; Nat ban and his 
Companion with a Contribution, and ſuſpe cting that they bad 
made their application to crave that aſſiſtance from the Chri- 
flians, they were intending to have diſgraced bim in their Sy- 
nagoguest, till they were otherwiſe informed, and having under- 
ſtood that the fupply came notby any application of the Rabbi 
to the Chriſtians, but by the free offering of the Chriſtians to 
help him without his craving of it, which could not be taken 
ill, ifthe Rabbi only received what was freely offered, they did 
acquieſce : this is to be noted. to ſhew the ones of their 
rait; when by the Principles of their Religion, they were 
bound np from ſeeking any relief, but only from their own 
people, although no relief could be had by any of them; fo 
that they were obliged rather to ftarve, then to crave help 
from ſtravgers, either Chriſtians, Mahumetans, or Heatheny, 
when they were in want, although now of late they of Peraſa- 


Len have deſired relief of ſuch as pitty them, although they 


be Chriſtians. © This was a hard caſe, and therefore required 

the greater Compaſſion , but yet the more hard, becauſe ſo 

few were inclined to have compaſſion upon them. From - 
whic 
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G 
which it is to be concluded, that as their Caſe is more hard 
then ordinary, ſo their deliverance muſt come by a way 
which is extraordinary: for all other Nations, when they 
are diſtreſfed by any enemy, they have ſome Neighbour people 
to flie to as friends, but theſe have none at all ; therefore 
they muſt look up to God alone for their deliverance. 


— 
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Concerning the ſecond, viz. The preparing of a 
way for their Deliverance. 


RE their deliverance we underſtand , firſt, The enlight - 

ning of their mind, to acknowledge the true Meſſiab, 
Jeſus Chriſt. Secondly, Their freedom from the diftreſs 
wherein they are by being kept out of the Land of their Inbe- _ 
ritance. And when ever God ſhall temove, either theirIgno- 
rance, or their Caprivity,: their whole deliverance both ſpi- 

ritual and bodily will be wrought ; becauſe the one will-follow 
upon the other. Now we find ſome clear preparations begun 
to be ſet a foot for both theſe parts of their Deliverance. 

Firſt, Toward their bodily deliverance from their Captivity 

and Diſperſion. We conceive that the difireſs of Nati- 
ons, which is coming upon the whole face of the earth, isa . 
manifeſt preparation; and that two ways: partly by driving: 
them out from among the Nations, where they cannot abide 
any longer, and forcing them to draw cloſer together for their 
mutual relief: partly by awakeningin them more earneſt deſires 
and thoughts of the Promiſe, that they ſhaibreturn unto their 

own Iaherit ance: by which means, as ſoon-a3 they thalk-ger- 

ceive the Water: of the great River Euphrates drged:np,. they Rev. 16.12. 
will be moved to reſolve upon a march unto. their own land EH. 15. 18, 
from all quarters, and in Egypt and Aria is expected will be &. 
their Rendevouz in two bodies; as it is faid in ¶ an. 6. 13. 
You will ſee in the Sbalamite at her return the compent.of two . 
Avmies.' | The: diftreſs then of the Nations driving them to 


theſe two places, is a preparative for their return, >! +1 
5 B 2 Another 
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Another preparation of the way for their return, is that 


God dath ſlill appear for them in the Ex:remity of their miſe- 
ries, when they can find no help from men; and that in this 


great Calamity, wherein tbey now are, there is yet a door of 


hope leſt open unto them; whereby Providence doth ſupport 


them in it, that they ſh uid not utterly periſh; hence we muſt 


gather, thatalchough God will have them to be caſt dow ; 
yet he will not ſuffer them to be deſtroyed; and although he 
will have them perplexed, yet he will not ſuffer them to de- 
ſpair, of wh ch things there are clear Inſtances to be given, 
lately fallen out, wh ch ought to be obſerved. 

Firft, That God did appear for them in their utmoſt ex- 


tremity, when no help could be obtained, or expected from 


men: an inftancehereof is this : that about the year 1 
when there was for a long time no rain fallen upon Feraſalem, 
and the land about it, ſo that they were all in great extremity, 

both Jews and Turks, and like to periſn; the Turks having 
for a ſeaſon hnmbled themſelves, and prayed unto God after 


their manner for rain; and receiving no anſwer from heaven, 


they. did conceive that God was angry with them, becauſe the 
Jews were ſuffered: to live among them; therefore in great 
rage with drawn ſwords they went to the Jews, and threatned 
them, that if within three days they did not obtain Rain from 
heaven, they ſhould all be put to death. WhereupontbeJews 
having appointed a ſolem faſt, andthe third day — — 
bled at à place which they call the Sepaleber of Zachary, 
they prayed till noon, and after noon the clouds: gathered, 
aud with thunder they poured ſuch n flood of rain, that all the 


Cifterns were filled and did run over: by which means they. 


were ſaved: from death, and it was -manifeſtithar the 
Lord. did on them, and accepted of their prayers, ben none 
but he could help them £ 


were ir ſuch want, thatfour:-bnudred of their: widdows-dyed! 
bysfamine:;\ and that they could expect no relief fromany of 
their Mitione in Pura; & havingſent into Exyope to thoſe 


of their Nation theſe allo ſupphj ed ahem/ no more but _ 
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Secondly,Anetherinfianceis in this theirpreſent Calamiyzfor: 
whenin the year one thouſane ſix hundred fifty five, they 


(9) 


ehe intereſt of their debt: ſo that all help from men ſeemed. 


to fail tbem; it pleaſed God ſo to order it, that without any 
application of theirs unto Chriſtians, ſome pions and chari. 
table ſouls, were moved of their one accord to refleck upon 
their condition; and without their knowledge to make a con- 
fiderable Collection for them, which did amount ro ſome 


eaſe of their diſtreſt; alchough not to a total relief: and 


fince that time God bath alſo moved the new Turkiſh Baſs to 


(hew fome kindnefs unto them; for after bis arcivalat Zern/alcms 


he ſatisfied all their Creditors with his own goods and wares , 
and made an 6 pang with the Jews, favorably uſing them; 
that in ſtead o 


the agreement was not then performed, they mult all become 


his ſlaves, and that he (ſhould do with them what he would: 
So that it is apparent, that although the Lord ſuffers them to 


come to great, and ( in all humane appearance ) invincible 


ſtraits, yet he doth not ſuffer them ro be ſwallowed up by the 


fame , batſheweth fill ſome iſfue ; ſo that there is a door of 
hope yet open for them to eſcape ; which in the language of 
Providence doth ſignifie thus much, That the Lord doth not 
utterly caſt them off, but bath till Mercy in ſtore for them, 
till they be fitted for a full deliverance : for all theſe — 1 in 
che way of Providence Fr tend to nothing elſe but 
o bring them to a ſenſe of their ſins, t 
d fromthe ſame by repentance, and brought to the knowledge 


of Jeſas Chriſt, to receive by faith the pardon thereof for 


his ſuke; whereunto we Chriftians ſhould ſet oor ſelves to 
become inftrumencal towards them; for voy being thut Hum 
bed, and finding our fove and campaſfion nar fut up againft 

| to iearker 


, " = 


them in their miſery, their ear may be open to us to heark 
without prejudice unto the Truth of our. Faith and Hope. 
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fifreen thouſand Ryx-dollars, they ſhould 
pay him only feven thouſand, and that on two years term 
without any intereſt. Yet with this hard Condition, that if 


s, that they may be clean. 


b 21% 


"RE" ex 
* I [,TIOUL 


(10) 


UT beſides all theſe Tokens of Favour, whereof we 

have particular Aſſurance, which we look upon as mani- 

feſt preparatives for their reftitution, there is one thing more 

to be mentioned, whereunto we may give ſo much credit as is 

due to a vulgar rumor, 8nd that is this That whereas the land 

of Canaan heretofore was exceeding: barren, and. more un- 

ſruitfull then any of the other neighbour Countries; it is now 

reported to be become within the ſpace of five or ſix years 

exceeding fruitfull, yielding ten times the encreaſe of that 

which formerly it did yield: and if this report be true which we 

cannot certainly afficm,but only give it as a report, come from 

ſome of the Inhabitants: then we may make this certain con- 

jecture upon it, that God is not only fitting them to return 

unto their own Land by the forenamed Tryals, but he is fitting 

alſo their land to receive them: for even as for the ſins of a 

people God turns the fruitfull land into barrenneſs, Pſal. 107. 

24. So when be is reconciled unto a people, he doth promiſe 

that he will cauſe.the Heavens and the earth, aud the fruits 

of the ground to anſwer the delires of bis people, Ho/. 2. 

21,22. And if now thisbegins to fall out in the land of Canaan 

after ſo long a Barrenneſs, we may truly conceive, that he is fit- 

ting it for more Lahabitapts then formerly it could entertain; 

and that be js about to make good the Proph cok Moſer, 

Dest. 32,43 Rejoxce ye Nations with h, Perple, for ke willy 

avenge the blood of his ſervants, and will render wengeance to 

bis Adverſaries; and will be mercifull to his land and to his 
people.c and that as be 9 no; 444m into the world; till 

all che cxearures 7 Arad bene e en 
ene een eee 

a lively 3 « ud they chall re unt p. a DE OY 

| Theſe Acts of Providence towards them in reſpeAof their 

Mlc.a 8 whole Nation, and more eſpecially in reſpect öf Feu/alem, 
— 16. which 2 the Tower of the flock, and the ſtrong hold of the daugh- 
| ten eſ Sion, we look ugon as preparatives only at a diſtance 
to give a general proſpect à far off, concerning Gods pur- 
poſe 
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poſe, to ſhew that they ate not utterly caſt a Way out of his 
Remembrante; but that having ſtill a defi ga to de them good, 
for their Fethers ſake , he will fit them thereby for a fur- 
ther deliverance from their ignorance and ſpiritual Captivity; 
concerning the removal of which, we find alſo ſome remar- 
kable preparative wrought among them: becauſe'ir is appa- 
rent by ſome paſſages of the converſe! of ſome of our friends 
with their chief Rabbi Nathan Saphira,thit the ſenſe whichtheir 
more undetſtanding Rabbi's have of the Ma ſſtab, is not ſo far 
diſtant from thc Principles of Chriſſianity ag we ordinarily 
have imagined, and that the freme of their Spirits, at this 
time is made more ſuſceptible of the Truth of the Goſpel » 
then at any time hererofore. And to make out this we (hall 
inſert ſome Extracts out of a ſriends letter to 7. D. dated in 
April one thouſand ſix hundred fey ſeven, whereby the fin- 
certiy of Rabbi Nathan, and bis underſtanding in holy Myſte- 
ries will be evidenced. Mr. P. Serrarius then writes thus, 


| —— 
* 


Hen on 4 certain time We were ſpeabing toget her conceru- 
| ins the Meſſiah, and I Was alledging the Hiſtory of the 
FEAT > Joſeph, how be war ſold by bs brethren, and the reſt 
of that Hiſtorie , till he was manifeſted unto them , When 
41 they imagine nothing leſs then that be was alive , one of z#he 
ent at Amfterdim who floodby , ſeid inftantly ,'I know 
what you mean, as if you would make us believe, that your 
Chriſt were yet alive. But Rabbi N than reproving his raſh- 
neſs, ſaid to bim, Do not ſay ſo, Let come whoever will come, 
our. prayers and wiſhes are to this effect ſimpiy, That God 
would be pleaſed to reveal bim. bereunto When wo bad repli- 
24%, Except Chriſt reveal aria , We defire nos that you ſhould 
believe us * but if he as another Joſeph ,* who is long ago ſup= 
poſed to be deal, ſhowld again ſhew himſelf alive unto you ; 
ſurely you wentd yo leſs iber your Fore-fatbers, believe your own | 
Her: the) both gare their aſſtnt'berewbts. '. Then it was arked 
of Nathan, Wat be #nderſtood by the plarr ef Iſaiah 534. 3. 
He hath born our grief: and rarried our ſorrows, and be wa 


wounded 


woirkded for our tranſgreſſions, be was bruifed for ur inge " 


t hd-cbaſtiſowrrd of our Peace was mpen himy and with bye 15 4 8 


we re beeted, Ne. The Queſtion was of whom the prophet 
; ſpeak there; He anſwered plainly, T bas be. nes te Meſſi 
and when we did Wonder at tbe Anſwer, 44141. re 


77 5 1 
commonly that , of eri lane was other wißt Ve. undi. oli 


Jews : He ſaid, By ts js ide Cadet evi 
the place could not be poderft ood of any. other; ; andto 2 7 
his, he did alledge the menus, the foregoing . or 
IND 2321} NOS 51 4 = 1 50 10 
ny ſervant ſhall deal — — e ſhall be exalted, nd ex 
trolled, und be very high, dn; in which word te hed, 
That che uedoubeed tokens.of this Myſterie was contained 
for by the letter N wee meant Hoſes, by & Adam, and by 
theſe Caba- I David: and that of chis ſervant of God three chings were 
Rical Notl- fore-rold and declared. which haye all the ſame meaning and 
debate £0 mi bave beenexpreſſed. by one word exaleation, if the 
eee hr holy Ghoſt had not bad a re ſpect to tbeſe three members of 


aterpretati · the Ee namely. That this ſet vast of God wat to 


n of Scrip- he: exalted: bor Moſes, extolled above Adam, and made 
ares yet if to ? higher then David. 

Ro Above Moſer, becauſe be will give a Law, which ſhall be 
ue Goſpel exalted gbovethe Law of, Aeſer. 

oncluſions, Above » le, hecaule be ſhall be Head of a Creation 
re have no which ſhall be extolled above that which was in Adam 


auſe to ex- * 
Abore David, beeaule he ſhall de a King bigher and wigh- 
| 
hem. And of nonecdn theſe things be ſaid, but only of the Me. 


fab; whence hg did ronclude. tar the 955 be le 25 yords of 
8 


chag 2; abe 8. ni be nuderſtood poly 
they We ,a be Would. Ore 
dre os ak e 5 ** 
rit of t a deing and 3s 
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h Ferre 10 e nag 
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mankind could have born upon himſelfe, which he ſtill bears; 
that unto miſcrable mankind time and ſpace may be given to 
repent and be reconciled with God, that if he make good uſe 
thereof he may be freed from Condemnation, and be ad- 
mitte d again to Gods favour : but if not, it will come to 
paſs,. that the Meſsiah will withdraw bis ſhoulders from un- 
der that Burden /; and leave to every impenitent and obſtinate 
finner his on burden to bear it for himſelf ; and in the mean 
time, whiles this time of Repentance and Reconciliation laſts, 
he it is who ſince the fall of Adam hath born our ſickneſſes, 

and carried our ſorrows, who for our tranſpreſsions and-ini- 
quities was bruiſed, and upon whom the chaſtiſment of our 
Peace was laid; which if the Spirit of the Meſſiah had noe 
been pleaſed to do, the ſickneſſes and pain: of our ſins had 

long ago conſumed us, our tranſgreſſions and iniquities would 

have bruiſed us, and no hope of Peace or Salvation would ever 


have appeared unto us. 


ä 


Hen I heard theſe things, my bowels were inwardly ſtir- 
| ed within me, aud it ſeemed to me, that I did not bear 
4 few, but a ( briftian, and a Chriſtian of uo mean underſtana- 
ing, who did reli ſß the things of the Spirit, and war admitted 
to the invvard myſteries of our Religion. Another time 
when we were together at a meeting With ſomn friends pris 
vately, whire We wſe to read ſome parcell of the Scripture, 
he camo unexpefied among us, and we thought good to read 
Chrifts Sermon pen the Mum, in Matthew 5.6,7. And 
while we did read the Dutch tranſlation, we gave him the He- 
brew tranſlation of Munſter to look, into, telling bim that this. 
Wai the Law of our Chrift,, that be ſhould read is, and then let 
1 | know What be didndge thertof : 'this le did, and when be 
d read dll, with 4 great teal of ingenuity, bt wade an an. 
khnowledgment that therein the _ and. fountain of all 
Wiſdom: was contained, and that whoſoever ſhould keep 
thoſe Commandments. would be more juſt chen he, or 
people, and be took notice of i th- © 


(14) 
were taken out of the moſt pure and antient Rabbine ; 
and. w hen at that mecting We had ne Without Teart,, and much 
devon Contrition of mind, wade jrayers for the Jewr as well 
64 for our (ſelves, that God would blot out our ſins and theirs, and 
remember his Mercy, and reſtore the bely Spirit Which they bad 
laſt, &c. T beſe things ſoemed very much 1a wove him, and 
he made 10 donht io affiras opeuly, that if there were but ten men 
. at Jer»ſalew, who ſhould thus with one: beatt pray for: the 

oming of the Meſffiah, that without all doubt he would 
Waden come; And being aiked, how he did under ſt aud the 
place of Malachy 3.1. Behold 1 Will ſend my Meſſenger, 
aud be ſhall prepare the way for m, and the Lord whons ye 
feek, ſhall ſuddenly come io bis Tiewmeple, \&c. He ſaid by 
Meſſenger Elia was meant, and by the Lord was meant the 
AHeſſiab, who ſhoald come and ſhew himſelf to be ſeen at 
the Temple, not of ours, chat is, of mans building, bur in his 
own Temple, which he hath buile in the heavens, and which 
he will let down from Heaven to the earth: and when I asked 
him; biber the rms alone Were to be admitted into that Tem= 
ple > He anſwered No; but that his Temple-was ordained for 
all the people of the Gentiles, who ever ſhall fear God in ſin- 
cerity. And once when we were [peaking of the Promiſes made 
ante Abraham; He obſerved that God promiſed to caſt 
out ten Nations out of the land of C uu for his ſake , 
and would give their. poſſeſzions to his Poſterity, but that 
fince the days of Foſoxue , no more but ſeven Nations have 
been caſt out, wiz. The Fitites, the Perizzites, the 
 Rephaime, the Amorites , the Canet, the Gergaſptes and 
the Zeb#ſ:e2 : the theer firſt, viz. The Kewites, the Kenefeces 
and the Kedmonites are reſerved for the times of the Meſeiab; 
which he would have to anſwer the ten Sephiroth , whereof the 
ſeven laſt are called by the Cabaliſts fimply , 19557. that is, 
Palaces. ; but the, three firſt taken together as one. ace called 
up WP 52M that is,the Temple of the Holy of Holies. 
Whence ly ſelf drew ibis clear Anu, fer the Reign 
of Chriſhanearth.; fili Promiſe mals ia Alrabamiconcenvim 


ahe Land of Cannan e 9e folflicd , then i be fri 
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(15) 
led: But it ij evident thatit in nu yet fulfilled, FAE 5 
tir ſe three fermer Nation: pere never jet fubuned. Seroxdly: 
Brcaniſe the three Nations jet to be ſnhaurd will conffitwee 
tht Tewipls Which foall br called the boly of holes, whers- 
anke fubdning of the ſeven which Joſtmah conquered, dial only 


conſtyrare forme Palaces or courta, which Might be pollared and in- 


deed Were polluted, overthrown and eroddewanter cor. 

. When ata time ho did ſapwithns, and ſawn praying with 
our bands joined und lifted up wo Heaven ; be urked mr Why we 
did pray with that geſture”: ii was anſwered, that it was vf vid 
the reflow ſoto pray, derived from Moſes 5» why in abe won 
prajed againft Amaleck with bis bumes lifted wpars's haves i, 
whereunto the Rabbi ſaid, No doubt whoſoeverxan liſp up pure 
hands with Aeſes unto heaven , he will be heard of God as 
Moſes was; but it is to be underſtood, that then both hands are 
purely lifted up unto heaven, and the ten fingers erected on 
high, when one directly is ſettled towards God, with the whole 
firength of his ſoul, and hath a good conſcience toward Gods 
ten Commandments, and that the ꝓurity and fineerity of the 

whole man doth require, that \every one ſhould be inwardly 
ſo compoſed, as his body is outwardly conſtitued; therefore 
ſeeing they of bis Nation were not conſcious to themſelves 
of ſuch a frame of ſpirit , they durſt not lift up both their 
hands unto heaven, but they keep them in their boſom , 
taking hold of the left hand by the right, becauſe the right 


hand doth ſignifie Mercy, and the left Gods Juſtice ; and by 


that geſture they petition : that God by his Mercy would re- 
ſtrain his Juſtice, that it may not break out upon them miſer a- 
ble ſinners, to conſume them, but would firft prepare and form 
them unto all that is good. I could relate many other things 
of this kind, which ſhew a truly devout and humble mind : 
one thing I ſhall yet add; When it was askt of him, Whether 


he was not afraid of his life, chiefly he being 8 Jew, a people 


above all other Nations hated of all, through which 

he was to goꝰ he did anſwer, If I look upon my ſelf, I ſee my 

ſelf altogether unworthy of = mercy at Gods hands, or that 
8 | 


be. 
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e ſpeaks here he ſhould admit of my prayers; but that which gives me ſome 
:ealegal Confidence of life, are the calamities and extream Straits of 
1, Rom. 10, the poor at Jeruſalem, and the merits of the Fore · fathers, 
"23+ and their Faith in God. I believe that their prayers will be 
of weight towards the Father of the needy. Here yon may ſee 
in a Spirit of Humility Faith,and in faith an bumble and ſelf de- 
nying Spirit. What do you think ? Is it to be believed that (hiſt 
% far diſtant from a ſoul thus conſtituted > or that any ſach thing 
can be formed without Chriſt in a man? for my oWn part, I confeſs 
1think.I ſee Chriſt in his Spirit; and 1cannot but love bins, and 
thoſe that are like bim, of which be ſaith many are at Jeruſalem: 
for I eſteem them the trne brethren of him, that 55,0ur Chriſt ,and 

their Joſeph, &c. 
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Thus far Peter Serearius. 
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Pon whence we may gather this Concluſion, that it is ap- 
parent, the Lord by humbling cheirSpirits , and moving 
them to losk up unto him for the accompliſhment of his 
Promiſes, and letting them ſee, that the Myſteries of divine 
Wiſdom, and the ways of Righteouſneſs are revealed more 
clearly to us by Jeſus of Nazarerb in the Goſpel, then ever 
they were to them by their Rabbi's, and that there is no in- 
confiſtency, but rather a Conſonancy with the Promiſe, that 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed to them as Joſeph was once to his Bre- 
thren, and by bringing the chief of them to be acquainted 
with ſuch Chriftians as freely love them for Chrifts ſake, and 
willingly help them in their ſtraits, and give them cauſe to con- 
fider the Truth of the Goſpel without prejudice; I ſay from 
all theſe Circumſtances we may gather this Concluſion, that 
the Lord doth prepare a way for them to be converted unto 
Chriſtianity ; which is yet more evident by ſome other Cir- 
cumftances, wherewith ſome of us are acquainted. Namely, 
that ſome of thoſe afflicted Jews at Jeruſalem begin now to 
confeſs, That their Fore-fathers did wickedly in putting Jeſus of 
Nazareth to death , and that be was a juſt wan, and that the 
Spirit of the Meſſiah was in bim, aud that for putting him and 
others to death,they ought to repim, ſering they cannot attribute 
this great wrath Which is gone forth againſt them to any other 
cauſe ſo remarkable as to this ſin. Now if theſe Confeſſions 
begin to be made among ſome of the chief oſ them, as ſome of 
us know that they are, it is a clear token, that God is preparing 
and fitting them for Mercy by the acknowledgement of their 
fin, and repentance for putting Chriſt to death : and if once 
their hearts begin to be moved with remorſe for this ſin, no 
doubt they will obtain pardon. We are alſo certainly infor- 
med that the New Teſtament in Hebrew of the tranſlation of 
Munſter, being far different from the Hebrew phraſe, which 
is uſed in Scripture, is taken along to be brought to Jude, 
that it may be put in Scripture phraſe, and ſo ſent back again 
to Auſterdam to be printed; * if once they begin to _ 
* 


(18). 


the new Teftament as a true Hiſtory in their own Hebrew 
Diale&; therecan be no greater preparation for their conver- 
ſion then this will be; and we know that Sod is now ſetting 
this very thing a foot among them, Whence we may conclude 
that he is fitting them for Mer N the means. of cheiraps 
- proaching to the che knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, . and nothing will 
approach. them ſo effe&ually co chat knowledge » next unto 
Spirie of Grace and 8 to be 2 out upon 
them, as hit, The Communication of the New Teſta- 
ment in their Tongneny ſome of their ownRabbi's unto them. 
2. asthe Unity of Chriſtians holding forth unto them with 
one conſent the main N of Chriſtianity ; which brings 
Salvation unto. aſl, . as the opening unto them the 
Bowels of our. TREK And 3.86 2 74 of their diſtreſi 
and perplexty, t * may 1 ſome relief by theſe three 
means: All Wich God! is now ſetting a work toward them: 
the work may be carried on with ſucceſs, till the Lord come in- 
to his Temple, In expectatiou , all whoſe hearts are 
touched with compatfionto them in their bleeding condition, 
and have longing deſires for theirdeliverance % are exhorted 
to teſtiſie the ſame by their prayers, and by the opening of 
their heart and hand liberally cowards them. And bow leſied 
ſhall they be that ſhall ag a hand in helpingo denne n, | 
lew a Glory inthe Ra Earth l. | | 


Pſal. 122. 6. 


P for the Peace of Jeruſalem,they ſhall proſper that 
love thee. 


Plal. 41. 1,2. 5 

Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor; the Lord will aeli- 
ver him in the time of trouble; the Lord will preſerve 
him and keep him alive, and be ſhall be bleſſed pon the 
Earth, and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of 
bis Enemies. 

| 2 Cor. 8. 9. | 
Toa know the Grace of our Lord Teſwus Chriſt, that though 


he was rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that ye 
through hi poverty might be rich. 


2 Cor. 9.6, 7. | 
He which ſoweth ſparingly, (ball reap ſparingly : and he 
which ſoweth bount fall (ball 3 Eve- 
ry man as be purpoſeth in his heart, not grudinely, or 
of neceßity: for God loveth acheerfull Giver, 
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Ar Appendix to the foregoing Information received 
from Beyond. Seas ſince it was Printed; to be 
added in the former pages, that are there ſhewed 


in the Margen. 
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HE ftate of the Jews at Pernſelem hath been To pat.. 
maar hundred years of lace ſuch, as that they 7 
ever ſived of the ſuopply and Contributions 
from their brethren abroad: becauſe the place 
doth yield but lietle oceaſion for them 
ite to maintain themſelves : and beſides thoſe 

t tthat betibe chemſel ves thither, are either Old 

men or Women, only to do pemtency and lay down their bones 

near the Sepulchers of their 'fore-fachers : or of younger men 

that for reſpec to the holinefs of the place ( as ſuppoſing 

God to be nearer there, and that all prayers mult needs aſcend 

that way into heaven) come thither, there to ply devotion and pe- 
niteney for the fins of themſelves and che Whole Nation: and 

therefore cannot attend any trading, but all their time is taken 

up with praying, reading and hearing Sermons ; gs alſo wich 

faſtingsand watching: and the like penitential Exerciſes: which. 

intent and endes vours their Brethren abroad amorgh the Nati- 

ons well knowing, and with all defiring te keep ( as e ar 
s ſaſſion, or at leaſt à footing in Zernuſalens, I 

We. | FD . holineſs. 


— 


2 5 


CO II — —— —-—-—-— — — ————ů — — * ———— 1 % 8 9 nö py . 2 
— ae SA * 0 ” + i 5 of 
. » . W ay * * renn 
* . * 
e ” % 
. 1 — * 
" 2 


holineſs till a full reſtitution come, have been ever willing to 
uphold them in it: and to that purpoſe, wherever any Syna- 
gogues of Jews are, on every Sabbath · day a Collection is made 
for the poor at eraſalem; and what ſo is gathered, they are to 
ſend thither every year. Therefore the Jews of Poland, &. 

By the Turks ( and eſpecially their debts made for want of 
ſupply amongſt the Citizens) being rigoroully exacted, they 
were haled into priſon, &c. b | | 
An Inſtance hereof is this, that in the year 5399. from the 
Creation, which is now nineteen years ago, there was a great 
drought in Fersſalem, which had put all Inhabitants to prayefs, 
the Neeeſſity being extream: but the worſt of all was this, 
X that an apoſtated Jew going out to the Turks, perſwaded unto 

the then Baſſa, the Lord Aabomet Baſſa, that the ſole cauſe 

that the heaven were ſhut up, were the Jews by reaſon of their 
diſobedience unto God; wbereupon an Edict was put forth, 
commanding all Jews, great and ſmall, young and old, to 
be caſt out of the Town preſently. Whereupon ſome eight 
of their Eldeſt were ſent up to the ſaid Baſſa: which Eldeſt with 
great Expences beſtowed partly on the Baſſa, and partly on his 

Conſellours, had mach to do, to crave only three dayes delay : If 

perhaps within that time the Lord ſhould accept of their pray- 

ers and penitency : If not, and that the Lord gave no Rain, he 

might do with him what he pleaſed. This being ſo ſtared, irt 
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was proclaimed throughout the City, that if within three dayes 
no rain came, all the Jews ſhould be expelled, and their goods 
made prize to the Turks: and whoſoever ſhould be found re- 
maining, was to be killed. Hence aroſe a dolefull Lamentation 
amongſt the Jews: a continual faſting for thoſe three nights and 
dayes was put upon all, except Babes and Women with Child or 
in Child-bed, who were bound only to one day and night: 
So they prayed and humbled themſelves all that while with 
great Cries and Weepings, ſo that the voyce of it was heard 
throughout the City; and on the Evening on the ſecond. day, 
they ſeeing no likely - hood their prayers ſhould be beard, and 
judgiog their ſins to be too great, they took a Reſolution, 
like to Sant; rather to kill one another, one Brother the other, 
the Father his Children, the Husband bis Wife, &. then to 
ſuffer themſelves to be polluted by the mercileſs Turks, Let 
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might all go dat to the Sepulchre of the Prophet Zachary, * 
which was out of the Tewn,and whither they could not come 
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would firſt requeſt of the Boſs. vic. That they 


without his conſent. So one R. \Emanael: Alba-chry. was, 
ſent unto him, who hearing of their deſperate Reſolntions pit | 
tyed them and ſaid, Go ye and make your prayers there, is 1 


perhaps God might hear you and iave yon from being kild. / 


So on the morning of the third day early, all went forth and 
laid themſelves down at the Sepulchre of Zachary, and there 
wept bitterly. One R. «4/aria made a very pathetical Sermon, 
and cauſed all the people to weep, and ſo did R. Meyer likewiſe. > 


And at Length aroſe one R. Samuel, ho put the people in mind 


of the ſins ofitheir fore · fathers, and: againſt this Prophet, at 

whoſe Tomb they now were proſtrated, how they aroſe againſt 

him, and ſtoned; him moſt cruelly + how ( ſaid he,) ſhall we 

here obtain [mercy at his feet, ſteing oury Fathers had 

no mercy! on him? At which words the people wept bie Chren- 
terly , - and ſtrook their hands together, and poued out 21. 24. 
tears as water, and lift up their voyces, men and womer, yqung Mat. 23. 35 
and old: and the Lord remembred his ſurety : and he made this i Zach. 
R. Samuel to think on the wordt of rhe Prophet Elijah on the hefe are 
Mount Carmel, when he ſaid to his man go up and ſee, c. the words of 
and therefore commanded the people to Go ſeven times round . Samuel 
about the Sepulchre, at the firſt Circuition: he ordained P/alm ben Seth, 28 


| 24. and certain prayers to be pronounced; at the ſecond be the next pag 


aſſigned ſalm 48. and other prayers; and ſo at each of the n 
ſeven Circuits ſome peculiar Pſalm and prayer till the Veſper · | 


time came. And then che people going forth ſaw a little Cloud on 


the Welt fide of Heaven as large as the palm of a hand. That _ 

very day it had been very hot, even as it had been Mid Sommer, Y 

ſo that no man could have believed any rain could ha ve faln that 

day, which made that the Turks had already gathered up ſtones, 

where with they thought to have ſtoned the Jews at their return 

into the City: But ſuch was Gods provider ce that even that 

day before Sun · ſetting the ſaid Cloud grew thick, 4nd a wind 

began to blow, and then came Thundring, and Lightning, and 

ſuch a bleſſed ſhowr.of Rain, that in two or three hours all the 

Ciſterns were bo im- ſull; ſo that for the Rains ſake the Jews 

were forced to remain that whole Night iuHoles and W 2 
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of rhe Sepulchee. And wheri onthe next morning the 
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went fieſtof al toward Fereſa/rm, the Turliſh Women mer 
em by the way, and Congrat ulated them, that God had heard 
their prayers ; and ſo Emi many of the Chief Turks me 
with the men, and bropgbt them ſome: preſents. of fruits and 
Confitures; and the Beſſa beſtowed a ſuite of apparrell ou 
every one of their Rabbies. „„ 
- This is an extrad drawn out of an Authentique Copie ; 
written by the ſaid R. Camus, and figned by all the Elders 
of the High- Dutch Synagage at feraſalem, 1 657. Aprilia. 
An other Inſtance of the ſame kind we could add of the 
year (at we count) 165 1. and another yet ſinee while 
Rab. Nathan was here; but chis afore mentioned being 
moſt Confiderable and moſt Authentical, and 'exaQiy pend , 
whereas the others are but received by word of — we 
mall here deſiſt. This being ſufficieũt to manifeft onto us, that 
however deſpiſed this people is by men, yet that the Lord doth 
yet on them and atec pt of their prayers, when none but he 


dann help, when ever wich a pennent and contrite heart they re- 


pent of their firs and call for mercy, as we have ſeen here at the 


** Sepulekre of the Prophet Zarbery Would to God'they agreed 
once to ge our; high · way es to the Sepulchre of Chriſt, which 


is ag much certain there as that of Zachary, and who knows 


to what purpoſe; and that there they recalled to mind alſo how 


their Fore fathers dealt with Jeſus. O hat a mourning would 
follow Hand what a ſhopr of toy] quickuing Rain what Con- 
gratulation of all creatures, what a joy in Heaven and earth! 


